


Art|Everywhere: A Walkthrough

Never mind galleries and museums; this isn’t that kind of show. Art|Everywhere is a celebration 

of Downtown Norfolk and all that it could be. For eight remarkable weeks this spring, empty 

storefront windows along Granby Street in Downtown Norfolk will be transformed by art. The 

corridor will be one monumental gallery. The windows and facades of vacant properties will be 

the walls.  And it will commence with an opening night celebration, welcoming everyone to enjoy 

the art and the excitement Downtown.

For viewers, Art|Everywhere represents a new and inspiring way of looking at Norfolk. For artists, it 

is an opportunity to portray a large-scale creative vision for the masses.

Presented by

www.homesforkids.org

AN OVERVIEW



Art|Everywhere: A Walkthrough

The Concept

Art|Everywhere: Utilize empty storefronts and boarded-up buildings Downtown as spaces for temporary public art.

Benefits

•	 Provides Downtown Norfolk and property owners with a wealth of positive P.R.

•	 Generates foot traffic Downtown.

•	 Highlights spaces available for lease or purchase.

•	 Beautifies places that are currently sending the wrong message to potential Downtown residents,  

developers, & entrepreneurs.

•	 Creates opportunities for artist recognition and artwork sales.

Implementation

1.	 Property owners are contacted and encouraged to participate.

2.	 A “Call to Artists” is released and proposals are submitted.

3.	 A selection committee chooses artists to match each space.

4.	 Property owners sign off. Artist and property owner will engage in a hold harmless agreement.

5.	 Artists and property owners work together to get the art installed.

6.	 An opening night celebration launches the exhibition.

Please download the “Call to Artists” at www.altdaily.com/arteverywhere

EVENT Calendar

3/19					     Call to artists

4/10, 12pm				    Artist proposals due

4/14 					     Artists selected and notified

4/14 - 5/1				    Art installed

5/1					     Opening night

5/1 - 7/1 				    Exhibition open



Art|Everywhere: Precedents/ Examples

San Francisco

Art in Storefronts enters another phase in S.F.

According to the San Francisco Chronicle:

“When artists and art world fellow travelers populate a neighborhood, economic improvement frequently follows, 

as developers and urban planners have long noted. Artists working, exhibiting and partying can make a neighbor-

hood appear hip and fashionable, attracting people with money to spend, who eventually attract new businesses to 

the area, and so on.”

The project’s official site: http://www.sfartscommission.org/CAE/category/art-in-storefronts/

New York Times article: http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/20/arts/20sfculture.html 
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East Hampton

Partnering to put art in public places

According to 27east.com:

“…a plan to put the works of local artists on display in empty storefronts, a move that he hopes will help to 

beautify the town, give a boost to struggling artists, and perhaps generate interest in what East Hampton’s com-

mercial center means.”

Almont, MI

Windows of opportunity

According to the Tri-City Times:

“The stone and brick-faced building at the southwest corner of Main and St. Clair streets may be unoccupied, but its 

windows are more appealing after being filled with the creations of some talented young artists…The building has stood 

empty for nearly three years, a fact that frustrates DDA Director Nancy Boxey. Nevertheless, Boxey is pleased to see 

the student art in the windows, rather than having to peer directly into an empty space. “The art is eye-appealing and 

it makes the corner more friendly and inviting to shoppers and passersby,” said Boxey. “It’s a creative use of the empty 

space,” said Boxey. “It’s also a great way to bring some attention to our talented students.”

Dallas

A New Gallery Pops Up in Dallas

According to Art And Seek:

“We really want this to be a really inviting, friendly environment that’s kind of like the antithesis of people’s 

perception of the art world at large as this reallyelitist place. … We want to engage with people, talk to them about 

the work and the artist and the intent and really get people excited about art and starting to collect it.”
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SYDNEY

Crime-fighting plans for art in dark laneways

According to the Sydney Morning Herald:

“GLITTER is an unconventional crime-fighting tool, but it will feature prominently tonight in a project that 

will use art to fight crime by creating a temporary gallery in a Sydney laneway. The Temperance Lane gallery art-

ist and curator Mark Titmarsh says he wants the gallery to turn the laneway from a “dead zone” to a place of art 

and culture.”
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Retail Recruiter/Coordinator, Downtown Norfolk Council

bschule@downtownnorfolk.org
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